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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-04 USIA-15 PRS-01 

SP-03 DRC-01 PM-07 NSC-07 SS-20 /102 W 

043687 

R 060345Z MAY 74 
FM AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2137 
INFO AMEMBASS CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

UNCLAS MELBOURNE 0516 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES SHOW 
CONTINUED DECLINE 

1. THE MINISTER FOR LABOR ANNOUNCED MAY 6 THAT AS OF 
END OF APRIL 1974 1.31 PERCENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
WORKFORCE (76,865 PERSONS) WAS REGISTERED AS 
UNEMPLOYED. AT THE SAME TIME THE FIGURES REVEALED THAT 
THERE WERE MORE VACANT JOBS IN APRIL THAN IN ANY 
SIMILAR PERIOD SINCE 1951. 

2. COMMENT: THIS REPORT WAS A ROUTINELY QUARTERLY 
REPORT BUT WILL HAVE SOME EFFECT ON ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS. 
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